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To all members of Apislavia

Once again [ would like to thank you very much for your participation in Apislavia Congress
in Poland.

Life goes on, bee-keepers whose countries are EU members encountered a problem of change

to Directive 2001/110/EC regarding honey.

The Commission suggested that the change to the directive should be connected with the

judgement C- 442/09 of the Court of Justice.

In its statement the Court declared that pollen present in honey constitutes its ingredient. If the

European Commission had not suggested change to the directive, it would have been

necessary for the bee-keepers to introduce a completely different marking of honey. In such

case, the labels would have to specify that honey contains “ingredients™: pollen, and perhaps

even provide its botanical origin and amount. Such situation would have been unacceptable

for the bee-keepers. Therefore, the Commission’s suggestion that pollen is not honey’s

ingredient but its component is correct.

After Polish Beekeeping Association’s approval of this position, the Polish government

agreed to present it in the EU, thus it accepted adding point 5 to Article 2 of directive ‘
2001/110/EC of the following wording: .

“Within the meaning of Article 6 paragraph 4 of directive 2000/13/EC pollen, a natural and
special component for honey, shall not be considered ingredients of products specified in
Attachment 1 to this directive.”

Owing to this solution, Polish bee-keepers would not have to conduct examinations of each
batch, container or barrel of honey.

I'would also like to inform that since 01.01.2013 a prohibition of cultivating GMO corn and
potatoes applies in Poland.

On January 28-31 I was in Madrid (Spain) at the meeting of European Professional
Beekeepers Association during which Polish Beekeepers Association has been accepted as a
member of this organization. I asked if other associations who are members of Apislavia can
also be members of EPBA. The answer is positive, however, only for those countries that are
members of the EU. Other beekeeping organizations can only be the observers. The annual
membership fee is EUR 500. More information - Karl Raine—Koch — Managing Director
EPBA (European Professional Beekeepers Association)
karl-rainer@professional-beekeepers.eu

























